Commercial Burglary Alert
7/15/10

In recent weeks, the Bridgewater Police Department has seen an increase in overnight burglaries to small retail stores in the township.  Burglars have been gaining entry by forcing open doors or simply smashing through windows.  They have been targeting cash registers and safes which they break open or steal altogether. Cigarettes are another common target.

We recommend the following: 

-If you have a video surveillance system, check to see if it is properly functioning.  Too often, we respond to crimes where video systems were not functioning, either due to faulty equipment or something as simple as a VHS tape which ran out before the crime.
-If possible, try to keep cash, including start-up monies, out of cash registers and if possible, off premises.  If your cash register drawer is empty and left open overnight, it is less likely it will be stolen or destroyed beyond repair by burglars.
-Make your store an unattractive target. Darkness and excessive amounts of coverings over storefront windows (posters, signs, etc.) provide burglars with the concealment from detection that they prefer.
We share your concerns about these burglaries.  Please feel free to contact the Bridgewater Police Criminal Investigation Bureau at 908 722-4111 x 4016 and we would be happy to assist your individual business with crime prevention measures.
